Many names have been given to this malady, manyare the treatments to which it has heen subjected, but it is only since it has been recognised as a form of tuberculosis, and since tuberculosis has been recognised as an infective disease, that any true conception has been possible as to why in some cases cure results, and in others treatment has proved so absolutely unsuccessful. The aim of the surgeon is twofold; firstly, to get rid of the diseased parts; secondly, to do so without the distortion which almost always accompanies natural cure.
From the earliest times it has been observed that a large proportion of the cases tend to get well if they can but be kept quiet. Hence the amount of tissue removed, and the resulting disability, will depend greatly on the extent of the disease, and thus the tendency will doubtless be to do the operation much earlier than has hitherto been the practice, and so to avoid many risks.
